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SUB J : GERMAN PRINTERS STRIKE 

1 . ON APRIL 28 GERMAN PRINTERS AND PAPERWORKERS UNION - IG 
DRUCK UND PAPIER (HEADQUARTERED IN STUTTGART) WENT ON STRIKE 
AFTER EMPLOYERS HAD REJECTED NINE PERCENT WAGE DEMAND OF 
UNION AND AFTER ARBITRATION RECOMMENDING 5.45 PERCENT WAGE 
RISE HAD FAILED. UNION DECISION WAS ANSWERED BY EMPLOYERS 
WITH A LOCK-OUT, LEAVING MOST OF WESTERN GERMANY WITHOUT 
DAILY NEWSPAPERS AND PARALYZING THE PUBLISHING INDUSTRY. 

2. PRINTERS UNION BOSS LEONHARD MAHLEIN BLAMED EMPLOYERS FOR 
FAILURE OF WAGE NEGOTIATIONS, WHILE THE EMPLOYERS PUT BLAME 
ON UNION. 

3. IN TV INTERVIEW, MAHLEIN DID NOT INDICATE ANTICIPATED 
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INADEQUATE FOR A LONG-TERM STRIKE IT MAY EXPECT MONEY FROM 
THE DGB FUNDS AS WELL AS MORAL SUPPORT FROM OTHER UNIONS. 
JOHANNES BINKOWSKI, CHAIRMAN OF GERMAN NEWSPAPER PUBLISHERS 
ASSOCIATION, STATED THAT NO END OF STRIKE IS IN SIGHT AND 
THAT PUBLISHERS ARE PREPARED FOR STRIKE OF SEVERAL WEEKS. 
ATTITUDE OF IG DRUCK UND PAPIER APPEARS TO BE UNREASONABLE 
AT A TIME WHEN GERMAN PRINTING INDUSTRY IS FACING SEVERE 
SECTORAL DIFFICULTIES, AND WHEN FOREIGN COMPETITION FROM 
BELGIUM AND FINLAND HAS ALREADY MADE INROADS ON GERMAN MAR- 
KET, RESULTING IN 20 PERCENT DECREASE IN EMPLOYMENT FROM 1974 
TO 1975 AND 71 BANKRUPTCY CASES IN THE INDUSTRY IN GERMANY IN 
1975. IT APPEARS THAT THIS YEAR THE GERMAN LABOR UNION FEDERA- 
TION - DGB- HAS SELECTED THE PRINTERS UNION TO BE A SPEAR- 
HEAD IN THE CURRENT WAGE NEGOTIATIONS TO TEST HOW FAR THE 
UNIONS MAY BE ABLE TO GO BEYOND THE MODERATE INCREASES AL- 
READY GRANTED METALWORKERS AND GOVERNMENT WORKERS (SEE 
STUTTGART 357 AND 474). BECAUSE OF THIS ISSUE THE EMPLOYERS 
MAY ADOPT A POSITION OF STRENGTH, THE MORE SO SINCE METAL- 
WORKERS BOSS EUGEN LODERER RECENTLY ANNOUNCED THE POSSIBIL- 
ITY OF DEMANDING AN ADDITIONAL WAGE RISE IN THE CURRENT YEAR 
IF THE GERMAN ECONOMIC SITUATION IMPROVES FURTHER. RECENT 
EXPERT OPINIONS CONCERNING THE OUTLOOK OF THE GERMAN ECONOMY 
MAY HAVE STRENGTHENED THE DETERMINATION OF THE UNIONS TO 
TEST THE MAXIMUM WAGE INCREASE TO WHICH THE EMPLOYERS MAY BE 
WILLING TO AGREE. JENKINS 
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